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Help! He's herding the neighborhood kids!! Herding breed dogs such as Border Collies, Corgis and

Australian Shepherds have incredibly strong instinctive behaviors to do the work they were bred for

controlling various kinds of livestock. These behaviors manifest themselves in modern herding

breed dogs kept as companions or family pets in a number of ways. They may include chasing cars

and bicyclists, herding kids, nipping at vulnerable heels, barking incessantly and acting as the fun

police in dog parks. All behaviors that are entirely appropriate and necessary when dealing with

sheep or cattle, not so great in a suburban neighborhood. Fortunately, these instincts can be

redirected in a number of ways that keep these energetic dogs busy and happy as well as out of

trouble. That is why so many of these dogs can be taught to excel in agility and obedience trials,

love to retrieve and make great running companions. In this her latest book, author Dawn

Antoniak-Mitchell offers solutions to solving and preventing problem behaviors associated with

herding breeds living in the modern world. And no, even though your herding breed might love it,

you don t need to buy a farm!
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A few nights ago, I sat down to watch a movie while I ate a nice piece of grilled salmon. As I sat

down, I realized that the dog's food dish was empty. So, I walked back to the garage to refill the

dish, leaving my salmon perched precariously on the edge of the coffee table, with my

eight-month-old Aussie puppy just inches away. Of course, you can guess what I found when I got

back.My puppy was sitting at attention, alertly guarding the salmon against intruders in my



absence.What? You didn't guess that?Yes, I trust her enough to turn my back and leave the room,

with a mouth-watering piece of meat within easy reach. I know she won't take it, as long as I tell her

"Not for doggies!" Of course, it took us a while to get to that point. It was quite different when she

was three months old.I don't know many owners who would trust a mature dog that way, let alone a

puppy. Aussies really are exceptional. Unfortunately, however, a large number of Aussies end up in

shelters every year. The same is true of other herding breeds. Why is that? Because most owners

are not prepared to deal with these remarkable dogs. They mistakenly assume that a highly

intelligent dog will require less training. In fact, the opposite is true. Like a child prodigy, a herding

dog will require much more training and attention, or he will become bored and cause problems.

Books such as this one are essential reading for anyone who's contemplating getting a herding dog.

Must-read for anyone who lives with a herding breed dog. The mysteries of why your dog behaves

the way (s)he does is explained, and suggestions for helping your companion fit into the family

without conflict are given.

After 30+ years of Labradors, this time we went with a Cardigan Corgi, mainly because we are now

older and he is smaller but still has that "big dog" look. I never even considered that a herding dog

would be so different from a retriever. A dog is a dog, right? Well, no. In addition to the expected

challenges of a puppy (our corgi is five months old now) after being used to elderly labs, we now

have a dog that wants to chase bikes, cars, and the vacuum cleaner. I never connected that to his

being a herding dog until reading this book. Now I realize I have a bigger challenge ahead than I

anticipated, but also a great opportunity to develop this little guy, who is clearly intelligent, eager to

learn, and full of energy.This book provides a lot of practical commands to teach as well as

explaining how herding dogs think and why they are the way they are. I would definitely recommend

it, particularly if you are new to herders.

A wonderfully informative book. Dawn introduced me to the 'bubble' concept and it has worked well.

Insightful with many real-world examples and suggestions to use while coaching your farm-less

herding dog.

A very good read. It contains a lot of common sense for training all breeds.

Very interesting book! Thank you!



Good book for anyone starting with a working dog. It seems to me that before a dogcan be a good

working dog, he/she must first be a good companion.

Excellent & detailed training methods.
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